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Executive Summary 

 
Our Greatest Team Parade   
 
My Summer Like No Other programme of events to coincide with the Games ended on a fitting 
high on 10 September with Our Greatest Team Parade. Around 700 athletes from Team GB and 
Paralympics GB travelled on 21 floats through the streets of London, starting at Mansion 
House in the City and ending at the Queen Victoria Memorial in front of Buckingham Palace.  
 
Crime is falling 
 
I am pleased to report that year on year crime levels are down, with a 3 per cent reduction in 
overall crime “total notifiable offences”. In particular, violent crime types have all decreased, 
with a significant decrease in homicide (by 29 per cent) and a drop in violence with injury (by 5 
per cent).  
 
Although in the main these results are achievements that must be celebrated, I have made it 
clear to the Commissioner and colleagues, that we should not rest on our laurels and that we 
must continue to improve and record successes in all crime types.   
 
Taking drugs off the streets  
 
In early September, the MPS initiated Operation Hawk, aimed at targeting drug crime. Up to 
2000 officers from Safer Neighbourhood Teams and specialist units from across the 
Metropolitan Police ran over 800 activities and executed more than 460 warrants to crack 
down on cannabis farms, crack houses and the suspected drug dealers that blight our streets.  
 
MOPAC priorities and appointments 
 
MOPAC recently published its ‘Mission and Priorities’ document. The document recognises the 
critical importance of ensuring a safe and secure London, and outlines how MOPAC intends to 
work with partners to shape the criminal justice landscape to serve the capital’s diverse 
communities.  
 
Alongside this, the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime has appointed a new leadership team 
to help build MOPAC into an organisation that can drive reform, make efficiencies and help 
boost public confidence in London’s police and criminal justice agencies.  
 
 
 

This is my fifth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 6 September – 3 October. 



 

Section 60 Responses 
 
Motion on the Cable Car 
 
Response to the points raised on cable car ticketing and fares at the London Assembly 
(Plenary) meeting on 11 July requesting that the Mayor: 
 

 Reconsider the exclusion of cable car journeys from the normal ticketing arrangements 
when he makes his 2013 fares decision; 

 Report to the Assembly, well in advance of his 2013 fares decision, on the cost of 
including cable car journeys in travel cards, the Freedom Pass and Oyster cap; 

 Consult with the boroughs on how cable car travel could be included in the Freedom 
Pass.  

 
Response 
Passengers travelling on the Emirates Air Line who have a Travelcard or Freedom Pass are offered a 
discount and customer surveys have indicated that passengers consider the current fare levels provide 
good value for money. It is not unprecedented for services within TfL to be excluded from general 
Travelcard arrangements, where these are out of the main mass transit format. Indeed, this is similar to 
the arrangement for Thames Clipper river services, where a discount is also offered. The fares package 
has been priced at a level that remains competitive with local alternatives such as the Tube/Docklands 

Light Railway and cross-river Thames Clipper trips.  
 
As I am sure you can appreciate, the scheme has only been operating for a short time and during a fairly 
atypical period, with the London 2012 Games taking place this summer. At this stage, there is not 
enough ‘business as usual’ data on which to make reasonable projections of what the demand will be for 
the Emirates Air Line in the long term. It would therefore be premature to consider any changes to 
ticketing arrangements. 
 
The Olympic and Paralympic Games have brought record numbers to the Emirates Air Line. Once TfL has 
been able to make a meaningful assessment of the demand and travel behaviour on the Emirates Air 
Line, TfL will, of course, look at how best it can manage the scheme to continue to ensure good value for 
money for both the travelling public and tax- and fare payers. 
 
 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Crime is falling 
 
I am pleased to report that year on year crime levels are down, with a 3 per cent reduction in 
overall crime “total notifiable offences”. In particular, violent crime types have all decreased, 
with a significant decrease in homicide (by 29 per cent) and a drop in violence with injury (by 5 
per cent). Sadly, burglary remains a concern, but I’m pleased to report that the rate of increase 
is slowing, and that there are signs that there may be a reduction by the end of the year.  
 
Although in the main these results are achievements that must be celebrated, I have made it 
clear to the Commissioner and colleagues, that we should not rest on our laurels and that we 
must continue to improve and record successes in all crime types.   
 
 
 



 

Taking drugs off the streets  
 
In early September, the MPS initiated Operation Hawk, aimed at targeting drug crime. Up to 
2000 officers from Safer Neighbourhood Teams and specialist units from across the 
Metropolitan Police ran over 800 activities and executed more than 460 warrants to crack 
down on cannabis farms, crack houses and the suspected drug dealers that blight our streets.  
 
The Operation has been a great success, with over 350 arrests made, seven cannabis factories 
closed down and the seizure of cannabis with a street value of over £2,600,000. Huge 
quantities of class A drugs were discovered, along with weapons and cash totaling hundreds of 
thousands of pounds.  
 
MOPAC priorities and appointments 
 
MOPAC recently published its ‘Mission and Priorities’ document. The document recognises the 
critical importance of ensuring a safe and secure London, and outlines how MOPAC intends to 
work with partners to shape the criminal justice landscape to serve the capital’s diverse 
communities.  
 
Alongside this, the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime has appointed a new leadership team 
to help build MOPAC into an organisation that can drive reform, make efficiencies and help 
boost public confidence in London’s police and criminal justice agencies.  
 
Helen Bailey has been appointed Chief Operating Officer for the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime (MOPAC). Helen, who is the Chief Executive of Local Partnerships, brings with her a 
wealth of experience having previously worked as the Director of Public Services at HM 
Treasury, responsible for spending on Local Government, Housing, Health and Education.  She 
also has experience as a Local Authority Chief Executive at the London Borough of Islington 
from 2002 – 2008.   
 
Four Non-Executive Advisers have also been appointed to advise the Deputy Mayor on a range 
of important work areas for MOPAC: property and estates, neighbourhoods, procurement and 
organisational change. The advisers bring together a wealth of public and private sector 
expertise and a combination of many years of experience ensuring delivery for Londoners at 
the local government and London level, and via national bodies. The Non-Executive Advisers 
are: 
 

 Adviser for Neighbourhoods: Steve O’Connell, Croydon councillor and Cabinet Member 
for Cabinet Member for Finance and Performance Management, and London Assembly 
Member for Croydon & Sutton. 

 

 Adviser for Property & Estates: Jonathan Glanz, Director and Chairman of property 
company ‘45West’ and Cabinet Member for housing and property, Westminster Council. 

 

 Adviser for Procurement: Jeremy Mayhew, strategy consultant and City of London 
councillor, formerly board member of the London Development Agency and Strategic 
Rail Authority. 

 

 Adviser for Organisational Change: Faith Boardman, former Chief Executive of Lambeth 
Council, and Civil Service Director-General at Department for Work and Pension and 
before that Chief Executive of the Child Support Agency; and former Independent 
member of the Metropolitan Police Authority.  



 

 
20 per cent cut in ‘neighbourhood’ crimes target 
  
On 2 October, I attended the first Quarterly MOPAC Challenge Board, alongside my Deputy 
Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen Greenhalgh, where I laid down a key challenge for the 
police to cut crime whilst boosting public confidence over the next 4 years.   
  
I want a reduction in high volume, high impact ‘neighbourhood’ crimes and am looking at the 
Met Commissioner Bernard Hogan-Howe to deliver a 20 per cent cut in the following crime 
categories: 
  

 Violence with Injury; including wounding and serious assaults 

 Robbery; crimes of theft with violence or the threat of violence 

 Burglary; of both residential and non-residential properties 

 Theft of a Motor Vehicle and Theft from a Motor Vehicle; 

 Theft from a Person; thefts not accompanied with force (such as pick pocketing) 

 Vandalism; criminal damage 
  
I also made clear that I want the Commissioner to achieve a result of 75 per cent of all 
Londoners saying the police in their area do a 'good' or 'excellent' job, by 2016.  
  
London Crime Reduction Board 
 
On 25 September, I chaired this quarter’s London Crime Reduction Board.  It was a productive 
meeting where we discussed in detail key priorities for Londoners and what we could do to help 
the police and criminal justice agencies make London Safer. We focussed our discussions 
around addressing anti-social behaviour in the capital, the next steps in tackling the problem of 
gangs in London and how to reduce reoffending by improving resettlement support. 
Colleagues took away a number of important actions which I will review at the next meeting.  
 
Ben Kinsella Anti Knife Crime Awareness Exhibition Launch 
 
On 19 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, represented me at the Ben 
Kinsella Anti Knife Crime Awareness Exhibition Launch in Islington. I was very happy to support 
the efforts of the Ben Kinsella Foundation and this particular exhibition. 
 
Meeting with Margaret Mizen and Grace Idowu 
 
On 21 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, met with Margaret Mizen and 
Grace Idowu in Lewisham. The purpose of the meeting was for Victoria to receive an update on 
the ‘100 Days of Peaceful Events’.  
 

 

Transport 
 
Record numbers carried during the Games Period on the TfL network 
 
During the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, over 101 million journeys were made on the 
Tube, up 28 per cent on normal levels.  
 



 

On the DLR, more than 10.8 million journeys were made over Games - up by almost 88 per 
cent on normal levels.  
 
Over 10.3 million journeys were made on the London Overground network during the Games - 
up 49 per cent on normal levels.  
 
The Emirates Air Line carried a million passengers in its first two months. 

 
TfL celebrates Team GB’s Olympic success with limited edition Tube map   
 
On 6 September, TfL announced the launch of a new version of the central London section of 
the iconic Tube map, replacing the names of stations with Team GB’s medal winning athletes 
to celebrate the fantastic success of Team GB in the London 2012 Olympic Games. 
 
The map highlights London 2012 gold medallist ‘star’ Olympians who have won four or more 
medals in their careers, and also those who are siblings of other Olympic medallists.  
 
TfL is also going to produce a separate map celebrating the extraordinary achievements of 
ParalympicsGB, which will be released later in the year. Earlier this year, TfL produced a version 
of the Tube map replacing the names of London Underground stations with names of past 
Olympic greats, which proved to be one of the most popular posters that TfL has ever 
produced. 
 
Manual Boarding Ramps to be retained at key Tube stations after the Games 
 
On 9 September, TfL announced that the trial of accessible manual boarding ramps, which 
helped spectators using wheelchairs travel to the Games by Tube, is to be extended, following 
positive feedback by customers. 
 
The ramps will remain in use for the next few months whilst a review is conducted, that will 
examine all aspects of their use, including benefits to customers, reliability, cost, level of usage 
and potential locations for future use. 
 
The ramps were used at 16 key London Underground stations where there is a gap between 
the train and platform, enabling customers using wheelchairs to board trains more easily, and 
they will continue to be used after the Games at all of these stations. 
 
Huge accessibility improvements have been made to the transport network in recent years as 
part of the £6.5bn investment in transport ahead of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
providing a tangible legacy to passengers with disabilities. 
 
Vital Tube upgrade work resumes with effect of closures reduced by ten per cent 
compared to last year 
 
On 11 September, TfL announced  that following a pause in major upgrade work in the lead up 
to, and during, the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the work to replace old track, signals and 
trains will re-start in mid-September. 
 
The work will further improve performance and deliver reliable Tube services for Londoners - 
with faster and more frequent journeys, fewer delays and, ultimately, 30 per cent more service 
across the network. This is vital to cope with the city’s growing population and to support the 
growth of the London – and UK – economy. 



 

 
The programme will include maintenance work on key lines to ensure track, points and tunnel 
structures remain in the best possible repair,  while also putting in brand new signalling to 
replace the very old systems on the Northern, Metropolitan, District and Circle lines. 
 
As much work as possible is done in the few hours each night when the Tube does not operate, 
but sometimes – for example with heavy work such as track replacement - there is no option 
but to close sections of line while we dig out and replace whole sections of the railway tracks. 
 
Every effort is being made to keep disruption to an absolute minimum and, through detailed 
planning, the effect of the works has been reduced by 10 per cent compared to last year and 
by 25 per cent compared to two years ago.  
 
Plans for flagship Barclays Cycle Hire expansion to southwest London 
 
On 13 September, TfL announced plans to extend the already hugely successful Barclays Cycle 
Hire scheme to southwest London and to introduce additional docking stations in busy areas. 
  
The expansion will build on the popularity of Barclays Cycle Hire and improve the availability of 
bicycles and docking points. Since the launch of the scheme there have already been 15 million 
hires, and since the east London extension earlier this year the number of average weekday 
hires has increased by 50 per cent from 20,000 to 30,000 per day. 
 
TfL was asked to prepare plans for a westward expansion of the scheme in the boroughs of 
Wandsworth, Hammersmith & Fulham, Lambeth and Kensington & Chelsea last year and since 
then has been working with the boroughs to identify over 200 suitable locations for docking 
stations and to develop the design and layout of the proposed expanded area.  
 
The next stage will be public information sessions about the location of the docking points 
within the expansion area. Additional docking points will also be introduced throughout the 
existing operational areas to further improve customer availability.  
 
Work begins to double the size of the south ticket hall at Victoria Underground 
Station 
 
On 18 September, TfL announced that the £700 million redevelopment of Victoria 
Underground station, one of the busiest and most congested on the network, is well underway 
and work has started to double the size of the south ticket hall. 
 
While this work is underway passengers are being advised that it will be quicker and easier to 
buy their tickets in advance, either online, at Gatwick, or at another National Rail or 
Underground station or ticket stop. 
  
The redevelopment of the Tube station will lead to a huge number of improvements for 
passengers. As well as the new enlarged south ticket hall, these will include a new underground 
north ticket hall at the junction of Bressenden Place and Victoria Street with an entrance at 
street level, nine new escalators, a new interchange tunnel connecting the three ticket halls, 
and seven new lifts providing step-free access between street and platform levels. 
 
 
 
 



 

Full production of new bus for London approved 
 
On 20 September, TfL announced that the delivery of up to 600 New Bus for London vehicles 
over the next four years had been approved by the TfL Board in line with my election promise.  
This represents the largest order of hybrid buses ever placed in Europe and will deliver 
significant environmental benefits.   
 
The 600 buses will deliver a 200 per cent increase in the current hybrid bus fleet which is set to 
grow by a further 180 vehicles already on order.  When the final batch of New Bus for London 
vehicles is delivered in 2016 more than 1000 hybrids buses will be in service on the streets of 
London.  The first batch of 30 buses, enough to convert a full route, will enter passenger 
service in April next year. 
 
The decision takes forward my election pledge to introduce 600 of the new Routemaster-
inspired vehicles that resurrect the iconic hop-on hop-off rear platform by 2016.  The New Bus 
for London incorporates the most innovative and cutting edge hybrid technology and is the 
most environmentally friendly bus of its kind, benefitting air quality and reducing carbon 
emissions. 
 
New Aviation Policy Unit 
 
On 12 September, I announced that Daniel Moylan, my aviation advisor and former chair of 
London Legacy Development Corporation, will spearhead a new aviation policy unit.   
 
Aviation capacity in London and the south east is a key issue facing Londoners and the aviation 
policy unit will work to ensure the capital remains Europe's premier business hub and can 
further attract investment by developing the right air infrastructure links.  
 
Appointments to the TfL Board 
 
On 13 September, I announce some important new appointments to the Transport for London 
Board as the organisation continues its huge programme of investment in and upgrade of the 
capital’s transport network. 
 
The appointments are Sir John Armitt, Chairman of the Olympic Delivery Authority, Richard 
Barnes, former Deputy Mayor of London and London Assembly Member for Ealing and 
Hillingdon, Roger Burnley, Managing Director, General Merchandise, Clothing and Logistics for 
Sainsburys, and Michael Liebreich, Chief Executive of Bloomberg New Energy Finance. 
 
The four new members bring a wealth of knowledge from infrastructure, environment, retail, 
investment, transport and construction Industries. 
 
 

Business, Enterprise and the Economy 
 
Superconnected Cities Plan - Urban Broadband Fund 
 
I welcome the announcement that London has been awarded £25 million to provide major 
digital infrastructure improvements, superfast broadband and improve wireless access in the 
capital, which will drive investment from start-up companies in the area, create jobs and boost 
the capital’s economy.  
 



 

Our Connected City Plan aims to attract high-tech investment to London and enable the city to 
compete with international rivals. It includes plans for greater wireless access in the Royal 
Docks and will take ultrafast broadband access to around an extra 92,000 residential and 
17,200 business premises.   
 
We have put forward an ambitious and innovative plan to provide crucial digital infrastructure 
improvements in London, which are essential if the capital is to attract investment and realise 
its full economic potential. 
 
I am delighted London has been awarded this major funding boost, which will build on the 
catalyst of the 2012 Games and put East London at the heart of future growth, helping to 
make it a world-wide digital hub, as well as improving Internet access for thousands of 
residents. 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Launch of first-ever pop-up shop to get Londoners talking about cancer  
 
On 28 September, London’s first ‘Get to know cancer’ pop-up shop opened in the Centrale 
Shopping Centre in Croydon.  As part of the London Health Improvement Board priority on 
cancer prevention and early diagnosis, the shop pilots an innovative way to tackle the fear 
often associated cancer, which can stop people presenting to their GP with early signs and 
symptoms. Generally the earlier the diagnosis, the more successful the treatment and the 
better the health outcome.   
 
The impact of illegal tobacco on Londoners health 
 
On 26 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, met with experts including 
from HM Revenue & Customs, the Metropolitan Police, boroughs, the NHS and community 
organisations to discuss the impact of illegal tobacco on Londoners health.  This discussion will 
inform next steps for how stakeholders might tackle this issue across the city. 
 
Celebrating Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations, Networks and Charities  
 
On 7 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, represented me at a Mayoral 
Reception to celebrate the contribution of Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations, Networks 
and Charities to London Life.  
 
Victoria welcomed guests to the Reception and gave an introductory address. My Deputy 
Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, gave the main address at the event. The 
Reception was one in a series of events that I held as part of London House.  
 
First Step Trust Visit 
 
On 21 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, visited the First Step Trust in 
Woolwich. The organisation provides work, training and employment opportunities for people 
excluded from ordinary working life because of mental health problems or other disabilities and 
disadvantages. The organisation, formed in 1998, now helps some 1000 people each year. 
 
 
 



 

Lord Mayor’s 25th Anniversary Dragon Awards Dinner 
 
On 3 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended the Lord Mayor’s 25th 
Anniversary Dragon Awards Dinner at the Mansion House in the City of London on my behalf. 
The Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards recognise corporate community engagement by celebrating 
businesses that have gone beyond their core work to significantly impact the regeneration of 
their local communities. The first Dragon Awards were held in 1987. 
 
Air Ambulance Visit 
 
On 3 October, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, visited the London Air Ambulance 
base at the Royal London Hospital at Whitechapel. Victoria met with senior management and 
staff at the base and discussed the challenges facing the service in London.  
 
Letter and gift from the Mayor of Yamada 
 
On 11 July, my Statutory Deputy Mayor received a delegation from the Japanese Embassy 
including Mr Nakamura and Mr Katsuhiko Kita - 1st Secretary Japanese Embassy, on my 
behalf. The delegation delivered a letter from the Mayor of Yamada to the Mayor of London, 
thanking the people of London for their support after Yamada was struck by the Tsunami in 
March 2011. My Statutory Deputy Mayor also accepted the gift of a book on my behalf 
 
London Strategic Migration Partnership 
 
I have approved the GLA’s entry into a grant funding agreement with the UK Border Agency 
(UKBA) under which the latter will provide the former with a grant of £80,000 for use in the 
period 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013. 
 
I have also approved expenditure of £80,000 in the period 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013 in 
order to lead the London Strategic Migration Partnership and deliver my strategy for refugee 
integration, “London Enriched”. 
 
Finally, I have delegated authority to the Executive Director of Resources to execute the grant 
agreement on behalf of the GLA and the Executive Director of Communities and Intelligence to 
approve any award of contract(s) or grant funding which entails expenditure using the UKBA 
funding.  
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
 
In last month's report, I described the phenomenal success up to the time of writing of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, and in particular the contribution made by the GLA and GLA 
Group to that success.  In the time since that report was written, London's summer like no 
other went out with a bang.   
 
On 9 September, the Paralympics concluded, having generated unprecedented public support 
and enthusiasm (not least among over 170,000 people who visited the BT London Live Site at 
Trafalgar Square between 30 August and 8 September) and prompting Sir Philip Craven, 
President of the International Paralympic Committee, to declare London's Paralympics simply 
the best ever. The next day, the triumphant athletes of TeamGB and ParalympicsGB and their 



 

army of fans celebrated and thanked each other in one of the most joyful parades this city has 
ever seen.  And in the days since, all around the world, our Games have been hailed as a high 
water mark in Olympic and Paralympic history.  
 
I do not propose to repeat the detailed report from last month, but one element does bear 
repeating: I would like to place on record once again my warmest possible thanks and 
congratulations - personally, and on behalf of all Londoners - to all those who played a part in 
this summer's unbelievable success. Many thousands of people can take enormous pride in the 
contribution they made - not forgetting those who did their bit several years ago, and have 
since moved on - and every one of them deserves recognition for creating one of the greatest 
moments in our city's history.   
 
London's 2012 sporting legacy on track  
 
On 1 October, I joined Mo Farah at the Black Prince Trust sports hub in South London to 
announce that sports bodies offering the best opportunities for Londoners will benefit from the 
next round of my Sports Legacy Fund. 
 
Many of my funded sports projects are reporting increased interest in sport following the 
success of the 2012 Games, from rowing and running to boxing and women's football. I have 
now pledged a further £7 million, on top of the £40 million already invested, to improve the 
capital's sports facilities, help its clubs to train more coaches and offer more sports sessions to 
increase sports participation. 
 
Already 76 sports facilities have received funding, doubling user capacity in the city, and more 
than 15,000 coaches have been trained in a range of sports. On top of this, 34 sports projects 
are also benefiting from extra investment allowing them to expand and the capital's mobile 
pools programme is helping 12,000 people learn to swim. 
 
The new funding will enable further sporting legacy programmes to benefit from investment 
and my sports team will identify specific organisations where investment will make its biggest 
mark to help deliver sporting legacy. 
 
London Legacy Development Corporation 
 
On 12 September, I announced that I will chair the London Legacy Development Corporation 
(LLDC). The Games legacy, including the future of the Olympic Park and the continued 
regeneration of east London, is a top priority and I have taken the decision to oversee 
personally that process as chair of the LLDC Board. 
 
 

Housing 
 
Housing covenant – intermediate housing  
 
On 28 September, I published the first paper in what will be a series setting out my new 
housing covenant for Londoners. I believe that those who contribute to the success of the 
capital should expect a reasonable housing offer in return. 
 
The first part of the housing covenant sets out how I will increase the supply and improve the 
policies and processes around intermediate housing. To do this I am cutting red tape which will 
help stimulate the intermediate housing market; will give working Londoners greater choice, 



 

and flexibility and will make low cost home ownership more like buying a home on the open 
market.  
 
Alongside this I made available up to £100m of capital investment for housing providers to 
deliver proposals for intermediate housing across London. This funding could help to house 
thousands of people who want to live in the city that they work in and has the potential to 
boost the London economy by £2 billion, spurred by around £1 billion worth of construction. 
All reusable investment from this funding boost will be reinvested for further affordable homes 
delivery over the next decade, assisting many more working Londoners.  
 
I have made an open call to any organisation that could develop intermediate housing in 
London to consider this fund. Bids are invited to deliver one of or a combination of the 
following options: 
 

 A flexible affordable home ownership product - This will assist aspiring home-owners 
through rent to save, shared ownership or equity loan depending on the financial 
circumstances of the purchaser. 

 Additional funding for the existing FirstBuy product. 

 Other affordable home ownership options which have a track record of success with 
customers and retail mortgage lenders. 

 
All bids must be returned to the GLA by noon on 30 November 2012. 
 
Setting the Standard 
 
On 3 October the Housing Investment Group, chaired by the Deputy Mayor for Housing, 
agrees to transfer the Setting the Standard (STS) system to boroughs. This will facilitate their 
work in ensuring that the Bed and Breakfast (B&B) accommodation they are using to house 
homeless households is safe and of a reasonable standard.  The electronic version of the STS 
system was developed, and has been hosted, by the GLA since 2005 but its use declined when 
numbers in B&B were low.  Given recent increases in the use of B&B after a prolonged period 
of minimal usage, boroughs now wish to take on the ownership and operation of STS and have 
secured £20,000 from DCLG, which will be used to update and relaunch the system. 
 
 

Education, Children and Young People 
 
Project Oracle 
 
On 24 September, My Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, launched the 
second phase of Project Oracle with a new web portal which can be found at: 
http://www.project-oracle.com/.  
 
As part of a range of programmes from my Time for Action, Project Oracle aims to understand 
and share what really works in improving the lives of children and young people in London. 
Project Oracle has now reached full implementation and provides training for community 
organisations to build the necessary capacity to evaluate their own projects. In addition, over 
the next 12 months a range of activities are planned including research placements, an 
evidence competition, studies and other exciting work. 
 
 

http://www.project-oracle.com/


 

Culture and Events 
 
Thames Festival 
 
On 8 and 9 September, as the Paralympics drew to a close, I welcomed the return of the 16th 
Thames Festival, one of London's most popular free cultural events. 800,000 people of all ages 
celebrated the role of the river in London's history and the rich cultural diversity of the capital 
with music, dance, interactive art and much more. The weekend's finale was Sunday's Night 
Carnival featuring 1,500 dancers, drummers and masquerades, followed by a river-based 
firework spectacular against the London skyline. 
 
London Fashion Week 

 
London Fashion Week ran between 14 and 18 September with orders expected to exceed over 
£100m. Last season the international guest programme alone generated over £74m of 
orders. The resurgent British fashion industry is once again leading the world. We have 
astonishingly creative people working in the capital, bringing energy and ideas as well as 
generating business. Over just a few days Fashion Week's 62 catwalk shows and 20 
presentations showcase our best fashion designers and puts London's creative industries on the 
front pages around the globe. 
 
London's Thriving Creative Sector 
 
I have backed London’s thriving creative sector through investment and support of trade 
events in fashion, film and design. These creative industries are a booming part of the capital’s 
economy and culture has a critical role in ensuring the city’s economic prosperity.  
The return on my investment in this area is huge and a real boon to the capital’s economy. I 
have invested more than £2.3m in the British Fashion Council, Film London and London Design 
Festival this year to promote the huge range of talent working here, showcase it internationally 
and help attract new business opportunities.  
 
Unity of Faith Festival 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, represented me at the Unity of Faith Festival 
held at Southall Park on 8 July. 
 
 

Government Relations 
 
Visit of South Australian Minister for State 
 
On 26 September, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, met with the South Australian 
Minister for State, The Hon Russell Wortley MLC, on my behalf at City Hall. The Minister 
wished to discuss governance and localism, both in London and also in South Australia. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

GLA Organisation  
 
Mayoral Appointments 
 
I have established the role of Advisor, Team London, Volunteering, Charities and Sponsorship 
and appointed Veronica Wadley with effect from 10 September 2012.  
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Call for developers to deliver a landmark project in Elephant and Castle 
 
On 17 September, I issued a call to developers to step forward and deliver hundreds of homes, 
a 45-storey tower and a new theatre as part of a landmark project in the heart of Elephant and 
Castle. 
 
In what will be a significant boost to the continued regeneration of this part of the capital, the 
Newington Butts scheme will see the development of 470 apartments on public land owned by 
the Greater London Authority, which used to be home to the London Park Hotel. 
 
Designed by leading architects Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, the project is one of a number 
of planned major developments that will breathe new life into the Elephant & Castle 
Opportunity Area, helping to create a town centre that will provide employment, better homes, 
improved transport links and community facilities for residents. As well as significant residential 
development, the scheme will also see new facilities for the Southwark Playhouse, including a 
150-180 audience capacity theatre and a café. 
 
The Elephant and Castle development forms part of my wider strategy to release public land for 
development, creating jobs, more affordable housing and boosting economic growth in the 
capital.  
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Orchard Wharf, LTGDC 
I have written to the Corporation stating that I am content to allow the Council to determine 
the application itself. 
 
Eastbury House, LB Lambeth 
I have written to the London Borough of Lambeth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Hammersmith Hospital (Block J), LB Hammersmith & Fulham 
I have written to the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Kelaty House, LB Brent 
I have written to the London Borough of Brent stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Former Mill Hill Sports Club, LB Barnet 



 

I have written to the London Borough of Barnet stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
40 Broadway, City of Westminster 
I have written to the City of Westminster stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Glaxo Smith Kline Sports Ground, LB Ealing 
I have written to the London Borough of Ealing stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Imperial West (ex woodlands), LB Hammersmith & Fulham 
I have written to the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Beckett House and York House, LB Lambeth 
I have written to the London Borough of Lambeth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
263-265 Kensington High Street, RB Kensington & Chelsea 
I have written to the Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea stating that I am content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Enfield College, LB Enfield 

 The Old Vinyl Factory, LB Hillingdon 

 Elizabeth House, LB Lambeth 

 Tavy Bridge Regeneration (Phase 1), LB Bexley 

 1 Westmoreland Road, LB Bromley 

 Syon House, LB Hounslow 

 Barnet General Hospital, LB Barnet 

 Sherwood Court, LB Lewisham 

 Car Park at South East Junction of Prestons Road and Yabsley Street, LB Tower 
Hamlets 

 Beddington Farmlands Waste Management Facility, LB Sutton 

 Former Dairy Crest Site, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 34-38 Wallis Road, LTGDC 

 One Victoria Road, LB Ealing 

 Rainbow and Kirby Industrial Estates, LB Hillingdon 

 130-154a Pentonville Road, LB Islington 

 Reynard Mills Trading Estate, LB Hounslow 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Development Plans 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to their development plan 
consultations:  
 

 NPPF Revision to the City of  Westminster’s Core Strategy, City of Westminster 

 Waltham Forest Development Management DPD, Proposed Submission  
 
Decisions made under delegation to Director – Development & Environment  
 

 Olympic Park Transformation, ODA 
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Former Barking Power Station, LB Barking & Dagenham 

 325 Lordship Lane, LB Hackney 

 Loughborough Park Estate, LB Lambeth 

 The Old Vinyl Factory, LB Hillingdon (pp’d by Senior Manager – Planning Decisions) 

 Palms Hotel, LB Havering (pp’d by Senior Manager – Planning Decisions) 
 
 

Key Engagements 
 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  
 

 I met with Games Makers and Team London Ambassadors at North Greenwich Arena on 
6 September to thank them for their service 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 6 September 

 I attended the Olympic Cabinet Committee on 7 September  

 I attended the Men’s Wheelchair Marathon medal ceremony on the Mall on 9 
September 

 I attended the Paralympics Closing Ceremony on 9 September 

 I attended the Olympic and Paralympic Parade on 10 September 

 I attended the 4G launch at the Science Museum on 11 September 

 I met with Gianni Alemmano, Mayor of Rome, on 11 September 

 I had lunch with the Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP, Secretary of State for Transport, 
on 11 September 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 11 September 

 I met with Sir William Castell on 11 September to discuss London’s Knowledge 
Economy and the capital’s role in science and innovation 

 I attended the launch of Bronze at the Royal Academy on 11 September 

 I met with Howard Shultz, CEO of Starbucks, to mark their commitment to hire 1000 
new apprentices over the next two years 

 I had lunch with Dasha Zhukova on 12 September 

 I hosted an Olympic and Paralympic Games thank you drinks at the ArcelorMittal Orbit 
on 12 September 

 I visited the new Amazon Digital Media Development Centre on 13 September 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 13 September 

 I met with AC Cressida Dick on 13 September to discuss policing and security 



 

 I attended the Ambassadors Managers reception on 13 September  

 I met with Chairman Wang, China Construction Bank on 14 September to discuss inward 
investment in London  

 I addressed GLA Staff at an Olympic Thank you reception on 14 September 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 17 September 

 I met with Len Duvall AM on 17 September to discuss aviation 

 I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, to discuss areas of joint working 
on 18 September 

 I met with Daniel Moylan and Dennis Hone, London Legacy Development 
Corporation, on 18 September to discuss Olympic legacy 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Deputy Commissioner Craig 
Mackey, in the Commissioner’s absence, on 18 September 

 I attended the annual London Transport Museum fundraising dinner on 18 September. 

 I attended Mayor’s Question Time on 19 September 

 I met with Emma Boggis on 19 September to discuss the joint Government/GLA Legacy 
Programme 

 I attended the opening of Siemens’ Crystal on 19 September 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board Meeting on 20 September 

 I had lunch with Harvey McGrath on 20 September to discuss the LEP and 
opportunities for young people 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 20 September 

 I attended the opening of the BFI Reuben Library on 20 September 

 I met with Cllr Nick Botterill, Leader of Hammersmith & Fulham, to discuss borough 
issues on 24 September 

 I visited South Ruislip on 25 September to officially open a new library and adult 
education centre 

 I chaired the London Crime Reduction Board on 25 September 

 I attended the National Apprenticeships Awards on 25 September 

 I met with Dennis Hone, Interim Chief Executive at the LLDC on 26 September  

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 26 September 

 I had dinner with Ken Livingstone on 26 September 

 I chaired the London Legacy Development Corporation Board on 27 September 

 I met with Lord Heseltine on 27 September to discuss supporting growth in London 

 I attended the Bureau of Leaders on 27 September 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 27 September 

 I met with Irvine Sellar, Sellar Property Group on 27 September for an update on the 
Shard 

 I met with the Assembly Group Leaders on 27 September to discuss aviation  

 I met with Cllr Sarah Hayward, Leader of Camden on 28 September to discuss borough 
issues 

 I met with Emre Onal, President of the Union of European Turkish Democrats UK on 28 
September 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 28 September  

 I had lunch at Chequers on 30 September 

 I visited Lilian Baylis Old School in Lambeth on 1 October to promote the Social Change 
Network Programme along with Mo Farah 

 I met with Phillip Anschutz, AEG, and Jay Marciano, O2, on 1 October to discuss  
regeneration  



 

 I met with Stephen Hammond MP,  Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Transport on 1 October to discuss transport matters 

 I met with Hon Tun Musa Hitam, World Islamic Economic Forum on 1 October 

 I attended the MOPAC Challenge on 2 October 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 2 October 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Bernard Hogan-Howe on 2 
October 

 I spoke at the L&P press conference on 3 October promoting the international 
cardiology summit which will be taking place at Excel in 2015 

 I visited the L&P offices on 3 October 
 

 
  

Ends 
 
 
 


